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••• the humani t i es endowment has helped everything from 
'The A dams Chronic les ' ... to King Tut 's tomb." 
BY BOB ADAMS 
When President Carter called Joseph Daniel Duffey to the 
White House in June of 1977 to ask the former Huntington 
resident to accept the chairmanship of the Nation•li 
Endowment for the Humanities, both men knew the job 
wasn't exactly a political plum. 
The Endowment was under heavy criticism from Congress 
and segments of the academic community and a six-month 
fight had been going on to name a successor to the outgoing 
chairman, Dr. Ronald S. Berman. 
It would be no posh, toil-free bureaucratic post. It would 
require deft but bold, scholarly, imaginative leadership and the 
President wanted the job filled without further delay with a 
man he knew could do the job, a man the U.S. Senate would 
confirm. 
f1oe :Duffev 
CARTER ' S 
Duffey was that man, the President said. Stacks of vital 
research and fellowship applications from across the U.S. were 
piling up in the NEH offices in downtown Washington and 
action was needed on them or many important projects could 
go down the drain. 
Would Duffey consider the position? 
"I thought about it for a week," recalled Duffey during a 
recent interview in his Washington office with a Marshall 
University Alumnus Magazine representative ... I concluded it 
was a challenge I could not tum down. I knew the fate of the 
endowment mattered to the President and it mattered to me, 
so I accepted." 
Duffey, 45, gave up a post~ assistant secretary of state for 
cultural affairs to accept the NEH chairmanship, which pays 
$52,500 a year 
President Carter announced his nomination of Duffey Aug. 
2, 1977, and the Senate quickly confirmed the nomination. 
Duffey moved into his new position in September. 
His leadership at the NEH apparently is being well-received 
not only at the White House and in Congress but in academic 
circles, according to reports in the Washington newspapers. 
"The President and I have a close relationship," Duffey 
said, "and this agency has many friends in Congress. I am 
being very active in getting out to meet leaders in academic 
circles. I have visited eight or nine states in recent weeks. My 
mission is to make the resources of the NEH available to every 
part of the nation and I think we are beginning to do this." 
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Friends of Duffey's in Huntington, where he graduated 
from Huntington High School in 1950 and Marshall University 
in 1954, confirmed he was never the type to back down from 
a challenge or a tough job. 
Robert W. Simmons, president of Huntington Alloys, Inc., 
and a close friend of Duffey, said the new NEH chief had 
never been stopped by adversity or obstacles. ..Duffey's 
mother died when he was 14," Simmons said, "and his father 
(the late Joseph I. Duffey) lost his leg in a coal mine accident 
and became a barber in Huntington. Young Joe has had to 
work hard for everything he has attained. He is a great guy and 
I know he is, and will continue, doing a great job for the 
President and the nation." 
Simmons met Duffey through their mutual work at the 
Fifth Avenue Baptist Church in Huntington. 
Duffey's drive and intelligent use of his energies became 
evident early and he was a school leader and president of the 
West Virginia Hi-Y Council at Huntington High School, a 
church assistant at Fifth Avenue Baptist, an ordained minister 
at 18, and a member of the forensics team and Omicron Delta 
Kappa leadership fraternity at Marshall where he majored in 
history. 
CHALLENGE 
He believes his life and career were most influenced while at 
Marshall by Dr. Charles H. Moffat, now professor emeritus of 
history and living in Huntington ; Dr. Herschel Heath, former 
chairman of the history department, now deceased ; Dr. Lucy 
Whitsel, professor of Latin and Greek, now deceased ; Dr. Ben 
W. Hope, retired professor of speech, now living in 
Huntington, and Otto (Swede) Gullickson, deceased, of the 
physical education department. 
"It was obvious that Duffey was the kind of student who 
would go places," Dr. Moffatt said recently. "He exhibited 
qualities of leadership, he was alert, active, and well-informed 
on national and international affairs and he maintained an 
overall B-plus average in his studies. President (Stewart H.) 
Smith and all of us thought highly of him." 
Duffey received a master's degree at Yale University and his 
doctorate from Hartford Seminary where he became an 
associate professor and founder and director of its Center for 
Urban Studies. 
He also was chief executive officer for the American 
Association of University Professors; participated in an anti-
war ''teach-in" and worked for Eugene McCarthy in 1968 and 
George McGovern in 1972. He also was national chairman of 
the Americans for Democratic Action. 
It was in 1970 that Duffey attracted nationwide attention 
when he won the Democratic primary for United States 
Senator in Connecticut, running on a liberal platform. 
However, Lowell P. Weicker Jr. defeated him on election day. 
Some political observers believed this was because ex-Senator 
Thomas Dodd, running as an independent, took votes away 
from Duffey. 
Duffey agreed with this. "I had some good people working 
for me and I ran a good race," he said. "The Dodd factor did 
me in." 
As a faculty member at Yale University in 1971, Duffey 
was asked by a group of students to conduct a class in 
Appalachian studies which the students soon dubbed "The 
Hillbilly Is Beautiful Seminar." Dr. 0. Norman Simpkins, 
professor and chairman of the Department of Sociology and 
Anthropology at Marshall, was a guest lecturer at one of the 
sessions. "The students were highly interested and it was 
pleasant experience for me," Simpkins said. 
Duffey said his interest in his own Appalachian heritage 
began to grow during this period, opening his eyes to his own 
culture. This, he said, gives strength to his determination to 
highlight the nation's diverse cultures from his position as 
director of the NEH, which was created by Congress in 1965 
and now has about $111 million each year to dispense to the 
humanities. The National Foundation for the Arts, also 
created by Congress in 1965, has about $115 million to 
dispense each year .. It is a totally separate agency. 
Much of the arts money goes to . theater, dance and 
symphonic projects while the humanities endowment has 
helped everything from "The Adams Chronicles" and "The 
American Short Story" on television to a national tour of 
artifacts from Ki~g Tut's tomb. 
In the language of the congressional bill itself, the role of 
the humanities endowment is ''to promote progress and 
scholarship in the humanities" by giving research grants, 
helping various state and local research center programs 
(including libraries and museums), undertake educational 
programs, offer fellowships and stipends, help sponsor radio 
and television programs and in general lend a helping hand to 
the furtherance of knowledge. 
Duffey defines the humanities as those disciplines whose 
function and purpose are "the exploration of the human 
experience and self-discovery." He would like his agency to 
stimulate, prompt and nourish these areas in every community 
in the nation. 
Duffey does his work in two connecting offices (one larger 
than the other, for conferences) on the 10th floor of the 
Shoreham Building at 806 15th Street N.W., about a five-
. minute walk from the White House. 
" A series of posters and photographs depicting the golden 
image of King Tut and the jeweled treasures buried with him 
in his tomb line the walls along the beige-carpeted hallway 
leading to the reception area for the agency. 
There, the visitor is offered a cup of coffee as Duffey enters 
the room, smiling warmly and extending his hand. He is about 
5 feet l 0 inches tall and appears to weigh about 170 pounds in 
a well-tailored tan suit. 
He is the calmest person the visitor has seen in Washington 
that day. His friendly attitude seems genuine. It is 3 p.m., he 
has had a busy day and he appears pleased to relax and 
reminisce about his home town and alma mater. 
The interview proceeds smoothly and Duffey talks of his 
lifestyle in Washington .. He and his wife, the former Ann 
Wexler, who works several blocks away as a deputy secretary 
of commerc~, awaken at 5:30 a.m. each working day, briskly 
walk two miles from their condominium apartment to a metro 
bus stop and ride several additional miles to their offices. 
They rarely meet for lunch. Both are working admin-
istrators (about 11 hours each day) and they usually eat at 
their desks. They prefer quiet dinners at home with close 
friends as a social outlet. Duffey isn't a name dropper, but if 
you read the Washington newspapers you find he and his wife 
rank highly in capital social circles and their friends include 
Paul Newman, Joanne Woodward, Cliff Robertson and Senator 
Edward Kennedy. 
They married in 1973 after Duffey and his first wife 
Patricia Fortney, were divorced. There are two sons fro~ 
Duffey's first marriage, Michael, 22, a writer for Rolling Stone 
magazine, and David, 20, a student at Davis and Elkins College 
in West Virginia. 
The interview ends and the visitor thinks of the Washington 
newspaper article he read earlier in which the writer described 
Duffey as "giving the impression of being a reflective 
intelligent and considerate man." ' 
It's probably an impression they wouldn't argue with too 
much back in Huntington. 
s 
Right to a trial by jury. 
Rights of the people. 
A counter to unwarranted criticism of lawyers. 
These are causes etched deeply within Russell Troutman. 
They follow his days-through the committee rooms of the 
legislature, in courtrooms, before the television camera, irt1Jar 
meetings. 
They began building as he watched his father make hi<; 
rounds as company doctor in the coal mining fields of Page, 
West Virginia; they stirred his conscience through the pages of 
Profiles of Courage, Jonathan Livingston Seagull, the Holy 
Bible and The Nature of the Judicial Process. They motivated 
him to serve as president of The Florida Bar. 
"Russell has a sincere feeling that action is needed, not just 
talk," colleague William Trickle, Jr., of Orlando said. "He sees 
the legal profession battered on all sides and wants to provide 
the leadership necessary to save it." 
It was this strong motivation that prompted the Winter 
Park lawyer to run for president-elect of The Florida Bar in 
1976. He askP.d fellow lawyers to vote for him, promising to 
give "my total commitment of time, energies, talents and 
financial resources. The time has come for lawyers to be seen 
and heard and for the official spokesman of The Flordia Bar to 
advocate their case," he wrote in dozens of letters soliciting 
support. 
"Our ship is listing and our efforts have been inadequate to 
return the fire triggered by erroneous facts, fallacious 
reasoning, and emotionalism against lawyers in this Watergate 
era. The course of destruction to our dignity and indirect 
prejudice to the public can be altered because our information 
will be accurate, our logic sound and our presentations on a 
professional basis. No lawyer need be 'embarrassed by an 
aggressive program to inform the public and to protect our 
credibility in the legislature," he said. 
An overwhelming majority of Bar members agreed and' 
voted him into office. In the forum provided him as leader of 
the state's 20,500 lawyers, Troutman has been a strong advocate 
for the public and for lawyers. He offers the job special 
talents -- courage, persuasive speech, instant recall of the 
historical perspective, sensitivity to people rights vs. special 
interests. 
LIKE J.L. SEAGULL 
"He's not afraid to stand up against the mob," his friend 
Paul A. Louis of Miami says. His own Orange County Bar 
Bulletin said it another way when it supported his candidacy 
for president-elect: "He was never known as one reticent to 
express his views and is always willing to stand up for his 
convictions regardless of the opposition or the nature of the 
controversy." 
Toutman is an intense person, taking all things seriously. 
"My goal is to be totally sincere in all that I do and say," he 
says. He admits he may not be the life of the party at social 
gatherings because "I don't make speeches to humor a faction. 
If I have nothing to say, I keep quiet." It bothers him that on 
every hand he sees manifestations of people trying to be or 
standing for something that is not right for that person in an 
effort to advance a political or corporate career. 
Saying what he sincerely believes is "refreshing" to friends 
like William Trickle, Jr., who has known him for 13 years. 
"Some may think he has a lack of tact when he is open and 
honest in his conversation," Trickle said. "At first it may 
create some alienation for Russell, but when people realize 
that his candid statements are said not out of malice but are a 
way of life for him, they respect him. Russell doesn't 
pussyfoot around." 
"I've noticed that since he was elected president-elect, and 
as he nears his term as president, he thinks more before taking 
a stand. He knows that he now represents the Bar and it is not 
just his opinion he's voicing," Trickle said. "He has the ability 
to bring in a mature, reasoned opinion." 
Courage to express and pursue his convictions is the main 
thread that cloaks Troutman. If a man may be known by the 
heroes he admires, Troutman is Jonathan Livingston Seagull 
who soars to new levels at the risk of gaining the derision of 
his friends -· who may face defeat but refuses to give up. Or 
John Quincy Adams who gave undeviating devotion to what 
he considered to be the public interest. Or any of the other 
seven U.S. Senators described in Profiles of Courage, who were 
pressured to compromise but endured it with grace at risk to 
their careers. 
"And how can man die better 
Than facing fearful odds 
For the ashes of his fathers 
And the temples of his gods?" 
Thus spoke brave Horatius at the bridge - another hero 
Troutman points to - who withstood alone the army of 
Tuscany. ("Horatius," Thomas B. Macaulay) 
C:ro11tma11 Soars 
for 1/orida Bar 
By LINDA H. YATES 
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President Troutman will not be alone as he faces the 
pressures battering the legal profession. During four years' 
service on the Bar's Board of Governors and during the past 
year ·as president~lect, he caught first the attention of his 
fellow lawyers and then their support as he convinced them by 
telephone, letter, personal contact and public speeches that 
"individual rights of unwary citizens are being bartered away 
in return for proclaimed efficiency and economy. The 
crescendo peaked with the emphasis on reduced rates to the 
prejudice of individual rights ... . No amount of economy or 
efficiency is adequate consideration for a fair and impartial 
judge and fair and impartial jurors whose record throughout 
the years has demonstrated an uncanny grasp of equity and 
fair play." 
Although he excels in the well-turned phrase Gournalism 
was his undergraduate major) Troutman's words are not mere 
rhetoric. His advice - and immediate plan - "is to storm the 
legislative halls with our presence, and make our voices heard 
individually and en masse to the press .... None of us can 
afford to be onlookers, the critics standing on the sidelines." 
Running his campaign as president~lect on issues, he 
promised to stay in Tallahassee during the entire legislative 
session. Even as president~lect designate and as president-
elect, Troutman has spent most of the time since the session 
began in April in Tallahassee, attending committee meetings, 
talking on a one-t~ne basis with legislators, organizing Bar 
members in lobbying task forces. His efforts, along with the 
efforts of President Ed Atkins, the Bar's legislative counsel, 
section and committee leaders, may have averted the passage 
of legislation that would have barter6d away the rights of the 
people to seek redress for injury, the right to a trial by jury, 
and access to the courts for resolving disputes. His emphasis 
this year has been to construct mechanics of an effective 
legislative program. 
"As president, I will throw our resources in the legislative 
arena for the benefit of the public and to enable the lawyer to 
effectively represent the public," he said. He is appointing 
legislative committees in each judicial circuit, selecting those 
lawyers whom he feels are motivated and share his concern for 
establishing close contact with legislators between sessions. 
Editor's Note: This article is reprinted by permission 
from the June, 1977 edition of The Florida Bar Journal. 
The subject of the story, H. Russell Troutman, is a 1955 
Marshall grad, former editor of The Parthenon and 
member of Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity. He is serving a 
term as president of The Florida Bar. 
i"· /f __ 
UA fearless law profession can be 
an antidote to tyranny and injustice . .. " 
This local liaison will make work easier for the central 
lobbying force of the Bar in Tallahassee. In addition, he 
supports the Florida Political Action Committee 
(FLALAWPAC) as another component of an effective 
.-legislation program. 
"In the past the people have been protected by lawyers 
who are driven to shield the people from attacks by special 
interests. In the formation of our nation, Jefferson, Adams, 
Madison, Hancock and Henry were the lawyers who took care 
of the man in the field ... . It was the ideal, the principle, the 
outrages of abuse of power that inspired them to lay down 
their fortunes and their lives. Each generation must produce its 
own leaders to renew the claim of inalienable rights, to carry 
on the eternal vigilance for liberty. No one is doing it in 
Tallahassee now," Troutman said . 
A second program Troutman plans to implement is creation 
of a self-insurance plan to provide Bar members with 
professional liability insurance. 
His third major goal is "to assemble a task force of 
aggressive people to embark on projects to remind the public 
of the indispensability of a fearless law profession in a free 
society." Call it a public relations program or a counter to 
unwarranted criticism heaped upon the legal profession in 
recent years, Troutman sees its objective as creation of a 
climate for public acceptance. The projects would help the 
public see that lawyers must defend unpopular causes in order 
to maintain balance in society and to ensure that every special 
interest group must answer the someone. 
"The criticism leveled against lawyers is worse now than 
ever before," he said. "The lawyer who loses the credibility of 
his community cannot practice effectively. His client loses an 
effective advocate. With the present idea that all lawyers are 
suspect, our credibility is lost and our ability to serve the 
public is diminished." 
r. A fearless law profession can be an antidote to tyranny 
and injustice, a police force against abuse of power. The public 
needs to know and appreciate this," he said. 
Most members of The Florida Bar were first introduced to 
their new president through a letter he wrote and mailed to 
each of them at his own expense in 1975. His cause then was 
waiver of confidentiality in grievance proceedings. The Board 
of Governors had just voted to waive confidentiality upon 
finding of probable cause. Troutman felt strongly against the 
waiver and was concerned that the interest and wishes of 
individual Bar members had not been given full consideration 
(Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from previous page) 
The Troutman family: Te"i, 
Russell, Ricky, Rusty and Pat 
Photo courtesy of Central 
Scene Publications, Inc., 
Orlando, Fla. 
in the decision. Integration Rule 11.12(5) affords the public, 
bench and Bar waiver of confidentiality if the charge involves a 
serious crime, general unfitness to practice law, or when the 
public interest clearly demands. Troutman opposed further 
relaxation of the rule. Reputations can be damaged or ruined 
by what frequently turns out to be groundless charges 
sensationalized by the news media, he pointed out. 
Hundreds of letters came in response from members of the 
Bar opposing the waiver. At the next Board of Governors 
meeting Troutman moved that the previous action of the 
Board be rescinded and presented the letters to support his 
motion. It carried. He vows as president that "the views of the 
lawyers will have a strong spokesman." 
His ideals for the profession, and the causes for which he 
fights are products of the love Russell Troutman has for the 
legal profession. He loves being a lawyer. "I like th\! 
competitiveness, the adventure. The lawyer is one who gives 
solutions to people's problems. It is fulfilling to find a remedy, 
to serve as advocate for someone who has entrusted you with 
his case." 
His expertise in personal injury, wrongful death and 
products liability cases has earned him an AV rating in 
Martindale-Hubbell. But his greatest tribute is that lawyers 
themselves retain his services when faced with a legal problem 
of their own. 
Being a lawyer was not his first career choice, however. 
While. attending Marshall University in Huntington, West 
Virginia, he was managing editor of the school paper and 
worked for Huntington Publishing Company. With a degree in 
journalism in 1955 it seemed likely that he would continue to 
write news and features for the Huntington Herald Dispatch. 
"But I lifted my head one day and saw that something else was 
there." 
In 1954, he had married his childhood friend, now a 
registered nurse. Troutman first met his wife Pat in 1939 when 
they were both in the first grade at Page, West Virginia. They 
continued to be friends throughout 12 years in public schools 
and four at Marshall University. "As pledge master for Pi 
Kappa Alpha fraternity, Russell conducted a one-man fight 
against hazing," she recalls. "This was possibly the first of 
many times he picked up the gauntlet, virtually alone, and 
prevailed against overwhelming odds." The Troutmans' friends 
,hasten to add that Pat's support and understanding make it 
possible for him to be the crusader that he is. 
The year 1955 was one of mixed emotions for President 
Troutman. His father who had been a practicing physician for 
50 years died, his son, Holmes Russell, Jr., was born, and he 
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began his first year of law school at the University of Miami. 
In 1958, he graduated from law school and began practicing 
law with the Ackerman firm in Orlando, becoming a partner 
three years later. In 1962, he left that firm and continued 
practice with Fishback, Davis, Dominick & Troutman in 
Orlando where he remained for seven years. 
Troutman was elected president of the Orange County Bar 
Association in 1968, the year The Florida Bar gave the 
outstanding local bar award to it. He was one of the original 
incorporators, first vice president and president during the first 
full year in operation of the Legal Aid Society of the Orange 
County Bar Association, Inc. Since 1968, he has conducted 
over 90 one-half hour talk shows on WFTV Channel 9, an ABC 
affiliate. The show continues every Sunday afternoon despite 
the momentum of President Troutman's other activities. 
In an effort to slow down, Troutman left Orlando in 1969, 
taking his wife, sons Russell and Richard and daughter Teri to 
live in Winter Park. For two years he was a sole practitioner 
and then formed his present firm of Troutman, Parrish & 
Weeks. 
The new Bar president neither smokes nor drinks. He and 
his family regularly attend services at the First Baptist Church 
of Orlando where Troutman was Sunday school teacher for 
senior high boys for seven years and chairman of the Board of 
Trustees. Quoting of the Scriptures intersperses his con-
versation as easily as quoting from the Bill of Rights he fights 
to preserve. He makes no claim to righteousness, and in fact, 
postponed his church's offer to designate him as a Deacon 
because he felt he has not yet attained the attributes of that 
office. 
He has his quiet side too in which he indulges only when 
duty and preservation of principle are not at issue. At such 
times "I'm either playing tennis or thinking about playing 
tennis," he confesses about his addiction to the sport. Every 
Saturday and Sunday he plays until he is completely 
exhausted. 
During less vigorous moments he plays ballads on his guitar, 
performing for church or other "friendly" groups, recalling 
those days back in West Virginia when he and his two sisters 
performed at PTA meetings. 
President Troutman, like his admired Jonathan Livington 
Seagull, is not a conformist and is capable of great achieve-
ments. He will exhaust that potential this year for lawyers and 
the public they represent. 
0 Winning 
will 
any title 
help . . . 
Marshall associate 
with winning 
and 
championships ... ,, 
JUNIOR DAMON CLARK 
finished seventh in the SC 
cross country meet as Marshall 
swept to the school 's first 
ever conference title. Clark, 
from Wheeling, has been one 
of the top five runners for the 
Herd throughout his career. 
Pictured with Clark is junior 
DA VE CLINE (left) of St. 
Albans, the No. 1 runner for 
Marshall last year. Cline was 
an NCAA qualifier last season. 
Seltool of 
e1ta111pio11s 
By JOHN EVENSON 
Marshall University coaches Rod O'Donnell and Bob 
Saunders have become athletic department trendsetters. 
O'Donnell, the school's track and field coac~ and 
Saunders, the coach of a building swimming program, are 
champions--Southern Conference champions--the first ever 
in Herd sports history. 
O'Donnell's cross country team, paced by underclassmen 
Brian Jonard, John Dotson and Damon Clark, won the first 
league title to be contested over Furman University, a team 
with all of its championship runners returning. Last year, 
while the Paladins were running off with a title, Marshall 
finished third. Next year, the Herd figures to be the team to 
beat again because only two runners will be graduating. 
Saunders' swim team, dominated by Flordia athletes, 
performed a minor miracle in overcoming a 90-0 differential 
to rival Appalachian State--because Marshall did not have a 
diver in the competition. 
"The greatest thing about our victory was that it was a 
total team effort in the truest sense of the word." Saunders 
(Continued on next page) 
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said. "When we walked away from the pool, we felt that 
everyone had contributed to a championship." 
Both O'Donnell and Saunders now face pleasant problems. 
They must recruit new student/athletes to help bolster a 
championship program so that it will be even more 
competitive next year . 
"You just don't know what winning the title did for cross 
country and the entire track and field program," O'Donnell 
said. "Three months later, the effects are still being felt. 
The momentum has carried over into the outdoor season and 
the attitude of the athletes towards the program is attracting 
more interest from high school athletes than ever before. We 
have almost received commitments from quality kids, which 
is unusual for this time of the year. 
"The conference title was the culmination of three years of 
building a program from the grass roots. And now, we have 
national stature. All along, we told prospective student/ 
athletes that we would develop them to their maximum as 
both students and performers. We told them that our program 
is known for its outstanding runners and a schedule consisting 
of nationally-known cross country teams. ,. 
"With one championship, our claims, our goals and our 
growing program are put into a better perspective than you 
could eve1 ask for--except if we win two titles." 
"Swimming already notices a difference because of the 
Southern Conference championship," Saunders said. "We've 
been in touch with several of the quality swimmers we are 
recruiting and even though they haven't visited Marshall's 
campus, they are impressed with our win, the times we 
established and the teams we defeated in earning the 
championship. 
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SENIOR DANA ST. CLAIRE, (above 
right) the conference record holder 
in both the 100 and 200 backstroke, 
scored 56 points in the SC meet including 
a fourth in the 500 yard free style; 
2nd in the 100 back (which he won 
last year) and first in the 200 backstroke 
with a new conference record; he was 
also a member of the medley relay team 
and 800 free relay team. 
MARSHALL UNIVERSITY CROSS 
COUNTRY 1977: (Back row, from left) 
Coach O'Donnell, Scott Hines, John 
Melone, Steve Carnohan, Brian Jonard, 
Steve Smith, (Second row) Ron Reggs, 
Dave Shafer, Tim Koon, Jack King, 
John Dotson, (Front row) Jerry Dotson, 
Dave Kline, Scott Teter, Damon Clark. 
1977-78 TEAM MEMBERS FROM 
FLORIDA Back Row (left to right): 
Steve Biron, Steve Pribanich, Randy 
Nutt, Dana St. Claire; Middle Row: 
Mark Sheridan, Mike Lynch, Dave 
Robshaw, Brian Ihnen, Front Row: 
Rick Carlson, Mike Stewart, Don 
Puckett, Don Bounds. 
"When East Carolina left the conference, I think there was 
some apprehension among knowledgable swimming people 
over the quality of the conference as a swimming conference. 
But this year, nine records fell, the two outstanding swimmers 
came from schools that did not win the title. The balance of 
the league as well as the improvement made the meet a very 
competitive one. 
"We will continue to base our recruiting in Florida because 
it has been good to us so far. Also, Marshall's reputation as a 
swimming school with excellent academic opportunities is 
strong in Florida. No one realizes what a difference the 
medical school makes. As a coach who does a lot of recruiting 
by telephone. and through the mail, the championship caliber 
of the program is a very positive influence. It is important that 
swimmers in the South be able to associate themselves with 
some of th~ southern schools, like Southern Conference 
schools. They've heard about them, know of their swimming 
reputation and know what areas the school is strong in. Next 
year's league meet is at Furman, which means many of the 
families of our Florida swimmers will be able to come up for 
the meet." 
FRESHMAN BRIAN IHNEN, the first high school 
all-America swimmer recruited to Marshall, was the 
top point scorer in the Southern Conference meet 
with 67. 
FRESHMAN BRIAN JONARD, a consistent 
performer throughout his first year, finished third 
in the conference meet just behind another Marshall 
entry, John Dotson. As a prep athlete in Caldwell, 
Ohio, Jonard won seven state championships in cross 
country and track. 
Head football coach Frank Ellwood and head basketball 
coach Stu Aberdeen both agree that "winning any title" 
is a plus for their programs. 
"A championship in any sport is good for Marshall 
University and that is good for our football program," 
~:Ilwood said. "Winning two championships reflects positively 
on the entire athletic program. A championship is always a 
goal of a team. With two Marshall teams realizing goals, it 
should provide some inspiration and momentum for the 
football players." 
"Any time one of Marshall's teams wins a championship 
they receive national recognition. That can't help but aid the 
basketball program because one of our objectives is to return 
Marshall basketball to its rightful place," Aberdeen said. 
"Winning any title will help prospective student/athletes 
associate Marshall with winning and championships, which is 
most definitely a positive reflection on the entire university." 
"We all want to plan another championship and work 
toward it," O'Donnell said . "The greatest thing about winning 
championships this year in only the second year of conference 
membership is that we have put our programs on sound 
footing. We have a championship base to build from which 
means a lot to the athletes who are competing and to the 
athletes we want to join our programs." 
1977-78 SWIM TEAM: Back Row: (L-R) Mark Sheridan, Tom Maguire, 
Steve Pribanich, Randy Nutt, Mike Lynch, Dave Robshaw, Steve Biron. 
Middle Row: Herd Coach Robert Saunders, Mike Stewart, Don Bounds, 
Randy Bowles, Dana St. Claire, Paul Kowalski, Undergrad Student Asst. 
Chris D'Addario, Student A~t: Graduate Jim Sheridan. Front Row: Brian 
Ihnen, Granville Dilley, Jeff Justice, Don Puckett, Rick Carlson. 
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Governor John D. Rockefeller IV addresses 
convocation. 
Political foes Randolph, Moore in 
friendly conversation as they prepare 
for processional. 
Photos by Arza Barnett 
By C. T. M/7 
A former president of the Americ 
president of the Southern Medical Associ 
United States senator, and the head of th 
braved snow, ice and near-zero temperati 
inaugurate its new School of Medicine in 
January 10. 
Max Cleland, the triple amputee ' 
President Carter to serve as administrator 
principal speaker at the special convocat. 
Center to celebrate the opening of the mi 
Honorary degree 1.;ecipient James H. 
(Buck) Harless, right, and Marshall 
President Robert B. Hayes chat before 
ceremonies. 
Veterans Administration chief Max Cleland. 
~if! :Dav 
...  MITCHELL 
lmerican Medical Association, a former 
4ssociation, two governors, a senior 
I of the Veterans Administration 
peratures to help Marshall University 
ine in ceremonies Tuesday, 
1utee Vietnam War veteran appointed by 
trator of veterans affairs, was the 
'vocation held in the Huntington Civic 
the medical school. The school was developed 
(Continued on next page) 
Medical School Dean Robert 
W. Coon, right, examines 
congratulatory letter during 
luncheon; Mrs. Coon is seated 
beside him. 
Former Governor Arch A. 
Moore Jr., Congressman Nick 
Rahall take part in proces-
sional. 
More than 2,000 watch as medical students, Marshall faculty 
take part in processional at Huntington Civic Center. 
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President Hayes, VA Administrator Cleland 
relax in robing room. 
(Continued from previous page) 
in cooperation with the Veterans Administration and much 
of its initial funding will be provided through the VA. 
A crowd estimated at more than 2,000 turned out for the 
event despite hazardous weather conditions. 
Honorary degrees were awarded to U.S. Senator Jennings 
Randolph, D-W.Va.; Dr. Albert C. Esposito of Huntington, 
former president of the Southern Medical Association, and 
James H. "Buck" Harless of Gilbert, W.Va., member and 
former chairman of the Appalachian Regional Hospitals 
system board of trustees. 
Dr. C. A. Hoffman of Huntington, former AMA president, 
was a platform guest as were Governor John D. Rockefeller 
IV, former Governor Arch A. Moore Jr. and Congressman 
Nick Rahall, D-W.Va. 
The 24 members of the school's first class began their 
studies a week earlier, on Jan. 3, following approval by the 
Liaison Committee on Medical Education last November for 
Marshall to admit the first class. The group includes 23 West 
Virginians and a resident of nearby Ashland, Ky. 
School of Medicine Dean Robert W. Coon 
places hood on Dr. Albert C. Esposito 
during presentation of honorary degree. 
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Buck Harless, Ex-Governor Moore at pre-
convocation reception. 
Dr. Robert W. Coon, dean of the medical school, said the 
class began work two weeks before other Marshall students 
were scheduled to return for second semester classes and the 
medical students will also spend much of the summer 
in classrooms in order to be "on track" for graduation in 
the spring of 1981. 
Cleland noted the Veterans Administration already has 
committed more than $16 million toward the school's first 
seven years of operation and pledged continued attention 
toward "a pioneer effort to see that quality medical care can 
be delivered in the rural portions of the nation . . . a pioneer 
effort to see if we can't upgrade the quality of medical care 
delivered throughout the VA health care system." 
He said the Veterans Administration already has received 
benefits from establishment of the medical school at Marshall. 
"We have been able to attract and retain increasingly qualified 
physicians in our VA hospital here and also in Beckley, W. Va." 
The ne,w medical school has working agreements with the 
two VA hospitals, the Beckley Appalachian Regional Hospital, 
and with two Huntington hospitals to provide clinical 
experiences for students. 
The VA has programmed several million dollars worth of 
construction to upgrade the Huntington VA Hospital and to 
build a medical education building there. The medical school 
currently is housed in the Doctors' Memorial Building, a 
former hospital located one block from the Marshall campus. 
That building has been extensively renovated. 
Governor Rockefeller pledged continued state support 
for the medical school. Former Governor Moore was 
recognized for his key role in providing state resources for its 
development. 
Senator Randolph was instrumental in the passage of the 
1972 legislation providing for the VA-state university partner-
ship in developing as many as eight new medical schools 
across the country. He also provided frequent assistance to 
university officials in overcoming problems in the school's 
development. 
Dr. Esposito, an ophthalmologist, was an early advocate 
of a medical school at Marshall and worked toward its 
realization for more than 25 years. In order to promote 
the project within the State Legislature, he ran for the House 
of Delegates in 1974 and was the only new Republican elected 
to the House that year. He was re-elected in 1976. 
Harless, who began his career as a coal miner in southern 
West Virginia, has been a remarkably successful businessman 
in coal, timber, and banking and his business interests extend 
to Brazil where he owns a hardwood lumber operation. In 
addition to his role in the Appalachian Regional Hospitals 
program, he was recognized for his contributions to the 
economic and social welfare of the people of southern West 
Virginia. Among other contributions, he has personally under-
written the college expenses of scores of students from that 
area. 
Senator Jennings Randolph receives well 
wishes after convocation during which he 
received honorary degree from Marshall. 
Dr. William A. Sodeman, dean emeritus of Jefferson 
Medical College of Philadelphia, spoke at a luncheon following 
the convocation. A former chairman of the Liaison Committee 
on Medical Education , he currently holds a clinical professor-
ship in medicine at the Medical College of Ohio in Toledo. 
The Marshall School of Medicine will emphasize training of 
primary care physicians. Coon said there are now 29 full-time 
faculty members and the teaching staff ultimately will have 
60 full-time teachers. 
Dr. Esposito at luncheon which followed the 
convocation. 
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By JUDITH CASTO 
What do a former airline flight attendant, a co-owner of a 
pizza restaurant and an industrial hygiene engineer have in 
common? 
They are among the 24 young men and women who 
comprise the Marshall School of Medicine's first class. Their 
backgrounds are varied, but they share a common bond--an 
overwhelming desire to help their fellow men through the 
practice of medicine. 
Twenty-three of the students are from West Virginia 
communities and one is from Kentucky. Four members of the 
class are women. Sixteen students hold undergraduate degrees 
from West Virginia schools, while one is a graduate of the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point. The students' ages range 
from 21 to 30, with the average age being 24\/2. 
24 
Pioneers 
Open 
School 
of .Medicine 
The students include these from Huntington: Francis 
Scott Hunter, Sandra Jean Joseph, Stephen Flint Morris, 
Stephen Thomas Pyles and John Franklin Toney, all Marshall 
graduates; Douglas Carlton McCorkle, University of 
Richmond ; Stephen Charles Smith, Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University, and Robert Ernest Turner, 
West Virginia University. 
Galen Edward Castle of Ashland, Ky., holds the dual 
distinction of being the only out-of-state resident in the 
class and the only one to have completed a Master ot' Science 
degree. A graduate of Morehead (Ky.) State University, 
Castle has an M.S. degree from the University of Cincinnati. 
Charleston is represented by Mikell Ann Crews, a Marshall 
graduate; James William Matthews, University of Kentucky, 
and Steven Douglas McCarus, WVU. 
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With first year studies well under way, these 
anatomy students, Steve Pyles, left, and 
Leslie Heddleston, enact a scene which will 
be repeated time and time again during the 
next few years. 
' I 
THE 
STUDENTS 
A wide geographic range of West Virginia communities 
may be found in the hometowns of the other class members, 
who are: 
Patrick Corkrean Bonasso, Fairmont, a WVU graduate; 
Emmett Francis Branigan, University of Utah, and Keith 
Hamilton Wharton, WVU, both of Morgantown; Dennis 
Morgan Burton, Williamstown, Duke University; Harry G. 
Camper III, Welch, VPI; Brian Peck Fawcett, Wheeling, 
University of Vermont; Durwood F. Gandee, Weirton, 
University of Tennessee; Cecil Dwight Groves, Summersville, 
WVU; Leslie Norman Heddleston, Princeton, U.S. Military 
Academy; Brenda Catherine Smith, Dunbar, Marshall; Nina 
Kay Smith, Ripley, WVU, and Richard Anthony Yocum, 
Moundsville, Wheeling College. 
First day registration and orientation meant a lot of 
paper work. Assisting the students in filling out those 
first.day forms was Paul Collins, the medical school's 
associate dean for administration and student services. 
Among those who never considered any other profession 
than medicine is Groves, son of the late Summersville 
physician Don Groves, who died the day before his son 
received his acceptance into the Marshall medical school. 
For Miss Joseph, the decision to become a physician came 
when she was 14, visiting her grandparents in the Middle East. 
It was that visit that showed her was the lack of adequate 
care could mean. 
Several of the students have worked as hospital orderlies 
and one, Hunter, served as a medic in Vietnam. Nina Smith, 
a former elementary school teacher, co-owns a pizza shop 
in Beckley with her brother, a dentist there. She, like many 
others, returned to school to complete the requirements for 
applying to a medical school. 
While waiting his opportunity to attend medical school, 
Castle worked for Armco Steel as an industrial hygiene 
engineer. McCorkle crisscrossed the skies as a TWA flight 
steward "long enough to get it out of my system" and then 
began working as an orderly. 
Pyles, the oldest member of the class, began his climb up 
the medical profession as an orderly and then earned his 
associate degree in nursing, followed by specialized training 
as an anesthetist and respiratory technician. 
After an inrtovative two-week orientation program in which 
the students toured various southern West Virginia health 
care facilities, formal classes are under way. These eager 
students now face what Dr. Robert W. Coon, medical school 
dean, calls "a continuing commitment, a learning process 
which never ends." 
It was difficult to tell whether the faculty or students ',-
had bigger smiles the day the medical school class 
enrolled. Here Dr. George J. Hill, Surgery Department 
chairman, left, chats with students Emmett Branigan 
and Pat Bonasso. 
.... 
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Sltirt sleeves, 
two Ito! dops ~ 
piHp p0H!1 ~ 
Sltawl<ev 
by Ginger Hall 
Students wearing 1iobby sock~·cr.ush against the counter 
aJ.!.d:1'hout- oTders· f'Q.r~pi~ota cheese sanawiches or hot dogs. 
A s.tolIP:bt f~t~riltt.} im>.tHers~~towds around a blaring juke 
bpx. Textbooks. are shoved '"be.Qeath chairs as four students 
l~nge.. iri....1l~ qaQ~fi ;md .play:-:.•:u~io11 bridge" with. unwritten 
rules that' aftei'l~ree pa~es, t.Q~ fourth 'player bidS' no matter 
what cards he holds. · · 
A smiling young man sta~di~ behind. the counkr is passing 
hamburgers to hungry Marshan Urdwrsity students while 
answering shouts of "Hi, Don." He scurries into his small, 
jammed office to answer a telephone's beckmfing.. 
The caller asks for a Sig Ep, and a Stone Age publl'e address 
system goes into action. The thin man slips among the bootlis 
to the fraternity's "section." 
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"(S Baker here?" 
"N.o," comes the shouted reply. "He's in class and will 
be back in an hour." The man, clad in a tie and shirt with 
roll~d up .sleeves, scrambles back to his office and delivers the 
message to the caller. 
A distraught student asks to. talk with him in his office. He 
needs a job or he'll have to leave 1<:hool. 
The man caDs a Huntington businessman, one of. many 
who hires responsible part·time workers recomme'nded l;y 
him. The student's plight is on the way to being resolved, and 
he leaves the office with a smile on his face. 
The. scene was Shawkey Student Unioll, .-taere do~ess 
was the prevailing way of life. The man. ot>viously., was W. 
Don Morris. 
A Marshall student from 1935 to 1939, Morris returned 
April 20, 1945, to begin a career as student center manager. 
That career will close July 1, 1978. Don Morris is retiring. 
Born in Logan, W.Va., Morris grew up in Huntington. 
His acquaintance with Marshall began when he entered as a 
student. "It was Depression time, and it was the only place 
I could go," he said in a recent interview. "I liked it here. 
I'd been here for years and years and knew a lot of people." 
Morris majored in journalism working part time for the 
sports department at The Herald-Dispatch while a student. He 
also worked one summer as a telegrapher for Associated Press 
in Charleston. 
He was president of his local fraternity, Alpha Theta Chi, 
which he later helped develop as a chapter of the national 
fraternity, Sigma Phi Epsilon. 
The 1937 flood occurred during his student years, and 
Morris said flood waters "were up to the top of the rafters 
of Old Shawkey ." 
Old Shawkey. The name brings damp eyes and generates 
excited recollections from any former Marshall student who 
spent hours and hours at the former Student Union-and 
most did. 
To Don Morris, who laughs as he says he "saw Shawkey 
practically from its inception (in 1933) until its 'deception' 
(in 1972)," his 43-year view is difficult to capture in words. 
He "lived it" as a student and he "produced" it as its manager. 
Ping pong was Morris' sport, and Old Shawkey gave him a 
platform as a student. "I started playing down at the Y when I 
was just a youngster. I won the intramural championship 
every year. I played a lot of ping pong and was city ping pong 
champion. In fact, I was runner-up in the state championships 
a couple times. 
"I took on all comers." In an uncharacteristic moment of 
immodesty, Morris said, "I really thought I was hot stuff." 
After leaving Marshall in 1939, Morris became involved 
with the Boy Scouts of America movement, rising to the rank 
of a field executive. He started many new troops in the 
Huntington area. 
It was during that period that he met the woman who 
was to become his wife. 
Asked to take a blind date to a Saturday cookout, Morris 
said, "I don't like blind dates--never been on one." The 
friend countered with a guarantee that Morris wouldn't 
have to stay with the girl, so Morris reluctantly consented. 
The host and hostess had a ping pong table to occupy his 
attention. 
"I didn't see Bette hardly from the time we got there till 
we left," he recalled. "So the next morning I got up and felt 
ashamed of myself--that it wasn't right just going up there and 
coming back with her. I called her up and asked her if she 
wanted to go to a movie Sunday night. So we went to the 
movie and that was the start. 
"I went away to Boy Scout executive training school in 
New Jersey, and I didn't see her for quite awhile," he 
continued. "So I'd write letters. Finally, I'd get enough courage 
to sign· them, 'Love, Don.' And she'd write back, 'As Ever, 
Bette'." He paused to shake his head at his girlfriend's stub-
bornness. "She wasn't going to commit herself." 
Bette Amos, the first graduate of Marshall High School, 
worked for the former Chesapeake and Ohio Railway Co. 
where her father was head of the passenger department. A 
year after that fateful movie, they were married. 
The 61-year-old manager describes his wife, a homemaker 
since their marriage, as a "most understanding person. You'd 
have to be to be married to me. She doesn't let little things 
bother her." 
Marshall's Student Center manager, W. Don Morris, 
will enter retirement July 1. 
Careers were interrupted for most American males with the 
entrance of the United States into World War II in 1941, 
but Morris credits the war with starting his career. 
"I was down in the lobby of The Frederick Hotel when 
Pearl Harbor was bombed," he recalled. "I was playing the 
pinball machine with two other fellows. Somebody came 
running through the lobby there saying, 'Pearl Harbor's 
been bombed!' We got our old flag waving, and we were all 
going down to enlist." 
But lack of a kidney, removed at age 11, kept Morris 
from entering the war. 
In 1945 Dr. John D. Williams, Marshall president, 
approached Morris to be Student Union manager at the 
grand annual wage at $2,400. Williams served on Boy Scout 
committees and knew Morris. 
"Probably the choice wasn't too great for him because 
there weren't that many of them running loose. If there had 
been I probably wouldn't have gotten it," he said with 
characteristic modesty. "I had no idea when I took it that I'd 
be here this long. And I had misgivings, in a way, of leaving 
Boy Scout work 'cause I liked it. I'd gone into it feet first, 
wOEking day and night seven days a week. 
(Continued on next page) 
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"It was like jumping out of the frying pan into the fire 
because I did the same thing up here." 
Recalling his first year as a manager with 1,000 young 
women and l 00 young men--mostly 4-Fs or 17-year-
olds---taking courses, Morris said, "All the boys on campus 
were popular no matter how ugly they might be. It was like 
a harem." 
Rationing greeted Morris when he succeeded Cecil Ferguson 
as Student Union manager. He arranged with the A & P 
supermarket manager to save cheese for Marshall students. 
"There were times when the only things we had were peanut 
butter and jelly sandwiches or bologna sandwiches--anything 
I could get my hands on." 
He grimaced at the memory of "substitute Coca-Cola." 
Morris mixed a concoction of concentrate, water, sugar and 
the Coke machine's soda water. He would then alert students 
that it wasn't the real stuff. "They took it at their own risk." 
The campus scene after the boys returned from the war 
was quite different from Morris' student days. "The men 
were older, wiser, and more settled. They had more money, 
too. The ex-Gls all were getting their books, tuition, and a 
monthly income from the federal government. 
"A lot of the fellows that came back after the war were 
married and some had families," he continued. "They knew 
what they had to do. They had responsibilities. Those boys 
that came back--the majority of them--got their degrees and 
did very well." 
K. Samar, assistant student center 
manager, observes the razing of Old 
Shawkey with Morris, who described 
the crash of the wrecking ball as 
a "sad time." 
Morris, who has watched young people closely for 43 years. 
suggested some students may need "some type of a post-
graduate work in high school before going to college. It's 
such a big jump, and a lot of them are just too immature 
and just not ready for it," he reasons. 
With student enrollment increasing after the war, Old 
Shawkey gained new liveliness. Instead of playing bridge, 
many of the men played poker. "They'd learned that in the 
service," Morris said, "but I didn't allow them to play for 
money." 
But students will be students, no matter what age. Scraps 
of paper were used to keep track of debts. After the game, 
"They'd go back in the restroom there to pay up, and I'd 
come in on them sometimes," Morris recalled, chuckling 
at the memory. 
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"The biggest service at Shawkey was the togetherness 
the students had," Morris remembered, grinning widely. 
"I can look back," he said, pausing as if watching a vignette 
from the past, "and there were really wonderful days. The kids 
then loved the place. You would think, with nothing to offer 
particul~rlr, they would never be around. But the place was 
packed all the time in fact, some students joked they were 
majoring in 'unionology'." 
Morris misses the closeness the campus had in earlier years. 
"I used to know everyone on campus and they would know 
me. Now you can see people and not know them and them not 
know you," he said with a hint of sadness. 
"I used to mingle with them when I had time. There was 
always someone in my office to borrow a buck or two or to 
borrow my tux to get married in." 
Chicken salad, ham salad and pimento cheese sandwiches 
were the daily fare until a kitchen was added as part of a 
$150,000 addition in 1953. 
Morris is proudest of originating "fast food" in the area. 
"We had fast food over at that Student Union long before 
you ever heard of McDonald's or Burger King or Burger Chef 
or any of those," he recalled. Two part-time students helped 
Morris and Mrs. Helen Wells, a long-time Marshall employee 
who retired five years ago, during the rush hours as they tossed 
steamy hot dogs onto platters at breakneck pace. 
Hot dogs with slaw and sauce sold for a dime in I 945, and 
the price had risen to only 22 cents when Shawkey was 
retired. "The kids will bear this out. I always tried to keep the 
prices down. I knew that the biggest part of them didn't have 
that much to spend on food. The prices were always a nickel 
or a dime below anyplace else." 
The Wednesday and weekend night "mixes" demonstrated 
Morris' ability to work with people. "When 'live' musical 
groups became popular, I started getting groups from around 
here to come." With little money for that expense, the begin-
ning pay scale was $15 a night. 
Even in the late 1960s, when the Beatles were making 
millions, Morris still was paying groups $30. "I told them, 
'Now this isn't very much,"' he recalled, chuckling, "but 
look at the exposure you're getting. Every one of the groups 
on the campus that has dances will be here; and if you're 
any good, you're going to get a number of bookings." 
However, Marshall's destiny did not include remaining 
in a Student Union inadequate for the growing enrollment. 
Photo by Jeff Scott 
Chatting with a student as a friend and counselor is the manager's favorite role. 
The new Memorial Student Center, his goal since 1946, 
became reality in 1971. Morris is a visionary and has left 
physical space for future dreamers. Money wasn't abundant 
enough for desirable items such as motel rooms and a theater. 
But the building, which took 2\.'i years to complete, was 
designed to allow expansion upward and to add wings on 
two sides. 
Planned for 12,000 to 13,000 students, Memorial Student 
Center "is one of the finest in the country," says Morris. 
"I'm not being a braggadocio on it, but I've been all over the 
country attending student center association meetings on 
public campuses. We have people coming in here all the time 
from all the different schools, saying 'We have a nice one, but 
we think yours is so well laid out.' It's functional as much as 
anything." Morris explains, "When you walk into the main 
circular lounge, it isn't something cold. Some of these student 
centers don't give you the warmth like when you walk into, 
say, a large living room. The fireplace in ours adds to 
the horniness. 
The businessman revealed a few of his secrets for dealing 
with the wide range of persons a university serves. "I don't 
'dog' and I never tell anybody to do anything. I ask them to 
please do this. Of course, I expect them to do it. 
"If you don't have good relations with people you work 
with, you don't get the work done, and you don't have the 
atmosphere," he emphasized, learning forward. 
"I set a pattern from which I have never wavered. To this 
day, I'm here before anyone else. I've always felt that if 
I set that policy, then everybody else would do the same 
thing. So many people get in positions where they have 
people under them. If they come and go as they want, other 
people think they can do it." 
Although it was Dr. Williams who brought Morris to 
Marshall, it was Dr. Stewart H. Smith, president for 22 years, 
who encouraged him to remain here so many years. "Dr. 
Smith is a very, very dear friend of mine," Morris said. "His 
confidence in me and his encouragement meant a great deal." 
Even with a work schedule that consistently has run more 
than 40 hours a week, Morris has served on the board of 
directors of Rotary International and of Goodwill Industries. 
He is a 32nd degree Scottish Rite Mason and a former deacon 
of the Fifth Avenue Baptist Church. 
"I was just a joiner and liked to be involved," he said. 
During his year as Exalted Ruler of the Elks in West Virginia, 
he traveled to each lodge in the state. "I felt I did a lot of good 
for Marshall then," he said, explaining he also recruited 
students to attend Marshall. 
He claims, justifiably, to know more Marshall alumni than 
anyone else on campus today. Those who have known him say 
he got to know more people than any one person on campus 
because of his personality, as well as his position. 
"He made himself available to people. He encouraged it. 
He likes kids and relates well to them," said Robert Eddins, 
Marshall registrar and a student in the late 1940s and early 
1950s. 
He is constantly at the top of the list of speakers requested 
by Marshall alumni groups throughout the country. "They're 
hungry to hear about Marshall," Morris related. "They want to 
know about buildings, and about academic and sports 
programs. They'll ask about different people. They always 
start talking about what they did in Old Shawkey. 
(Continued on next page) 
• I 
For nearly 40 years, students courted, ate, learned 
card games and just plain "lived" in Shawkey Student 
Union. 
I 
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(Continued from previous page) 
"It was a sad time ," when the wrecking ball was bouncing 
against the walls of Shawkey , "even as happy as I was with this 
new building, I could see the memories going down with 
Shawkey . And even when the students come back and talk 
about how beautiful this place is, they always say , 
'but ... there's Old Shawkey. That's where I did my courting; 
that's where I learned to play bridge.' 
"They always use that 'but'; they miss Old Shawkey ." 
If accolades and fond memories were silver dollars, Don 
Morris would be a millionaire. _ 
Mrs. Wells, who worked with Morris 26 years, recalled 
recently, "Don always helped the students get jobs and lodging. 
He called people personally to get the boys jobs. 
"I don't know of any student that ever had a grudge or 
disliked him, and he liked people," she said, which 
demonstrates the magic element that kept him in his position 
for so long. 
As Soupy Sales, a 1949 graduate, recalled in a 1976 
Parthenon interview, "He was a daddy to every bod Y. He had 
more influence on students than anybody around." 
Mrs. Roberta Durbin, president of the South Florida Alumni 
Chapter-Fort Lauderdale, agreed. "Don was practically the 
nucleus of the student body in the '50s," she said in a 
telephone interview. 
Mrs . Durbin cited Morris as the .. Henry Clay of Marshall" 
because of his role as a peacemaker and compromiser. "He 
could sense when you were having problems. When students 
weren't involved in activities, he made the effort to get them 
involved .'' 
Discussing what she described as Morris' "rare quality ," 
the 1953 Marshall graduate said Morris could "lead in such a 
way that you didn't know he was telling you what to do. 
"He gave students the spirit of Marshall," she recalled. 
"You felt he was a friend . You wanted him there." 
Exhibiting the smile that endeared him to numerous 
students, Morris relaxes in his present office, which is 
four times larger than his "closet" in Old Shawkey. 
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Travel is in Morris' plans after retirement, particularly 
visiting his two married daughters, Patsy Toothman, a 1972 
MU graduate, in Roanoke, Va., and Katherine Downey in 
Orlando Fla., and his four grandsons. 
He also hopes to play golf and to come back and visit 
Marshall, '"But you know parking's at a premium and I won't 
have m.y parking permit," he said, still plugging away at a 
Marshall need. "I'll no doubt come back some and for 
different events and once in awhile for lunch with some of 
them. I don't want anyone to think I'm nosing around . I don't 
want whoever takes my place to think I'm trying to 
undercut."· 
The interview nears its end . One last question : 
What kept him at the same job for 33 years? 
"I saw something I liked ," Morris says, having difficulty 
putting his emotions into words. "I like students and I like 
to be with people. So many of them were more or less my age 
then . There was always satisfaction. And I was happy in my 
work. Every morning I was eager to go out and go at it. It 
wasn't so much like work, although back in those days I did 
work hard--keeping books on purchases and payroll, mopping 
floors .. . " 
His voice trails off as his glances survey the cherished 
memorabilia of Marshall history in his modern, yet simple 
office . 
An artist's concept of Memorial Student Center hangs 
behind his desk as a display of a materialized dream . 
Keepsakes are tucked safely in his desk drawers--a letter 
confirming that the new student center's name was his idea, 
bank statements showing how he saved $250,000 at Old 
Shawkey to cushion the deficit until the new center began 
breaking even financially, photographs of old friends and 
good times. 
But probably the most precious souvenir hangs on a plaque 
above his head as he reminisces while seated on a couch. A 
brick from Old Shawkey , the student union he managed and 
loved for 26 years. 
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Ci~cinnati departure 
Your trip includes: 
• Round trip transportation via DC-10 
jetliner (meals, beverages served aloft) 
• Deluxe accommodations at the new 
Copenhagen Admiral Hotel 
• Continental breakfast daily 
• Exciting low-cost optional tours available -
Sweden, Norway, etc. 
• Free time for shopping, sightseeing, sump-
tuous dining - there is no regimentation 
• And more 
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Your trip includes: 
• Round trip jet transportation to London 
(meals, beverages served aloft) 
• Luxury accommodations at the new 
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• Continental breakfast daily 
• Orientation tour of the city (from 
Parliament to Piccadilly) 
• Half-day at Windsor Castle 
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